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July 10, 2026

Dear Parent or Guardian:

On behalf of the Juvenile Court of Pike County, | wish to welcome you to a new school year
and confirm that school attendance is mandatory in the State of Georgia. Regular student
attendance is a basic requirement for academic progress. Attendance is closely related to lifelong
learning and productivity. It is well established that frequent or chronic absences, late arrivals and
truancy place a child at a severe disadvantage, both in school and later in life.

With these considerations in mind, you should know that your child's school is legally
required to report students with excessive absences or late arrivals to your school's social worker
for follow up and possible legal action.

Should such a referral occur, efforts will be made to help the family resolve attendance
problems. If such efforts are unsuccessful, it is the school’s obligation to file proceedings in court
or take other legal steps to ensure compliance with Georgia's compulsory attendance laws.

Your child's school realizes that occasional absences or tardies are necessary or even
unavoidable because of illness or family emergencies, however, your student will be responsible for
all assignments and homework covered during the absence. If a student needs the teacher's
assistance to understand missed material, the teacher will usually be glad to assist the student at a
prearranged time. It will not be possible for the teacher to stop class or interrupt instruction to
accommodate students who are absent or tardy as this would be unfair to other students.

| hope that you and your student have a great academic year. Feel free to call upon your
school with any questions or concerns.

With best regards,

Stephen D. Ott
Presiding Judge, Pike County Juvenile Court




